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Newsletter                                                                   ADVENT/CHRISTMAS 2016 

Great News 

     END OF YEAR GIVING  

      TO YOUR  CHURCH 

      Suggestions: 

  1. Make a special Christmas gift to St. Albert. 

  2. Make a payment to your Building Capital Campaign pledge. 

  3. If you have paid off your pledge, can you make a little extra gift? 

  4. Give to the Catholic Services Appeal (C.S.A.). 

  5. Mail your Envelopes in if you will be out of town. 

Your gifts are Tax deductible, while you benefit your church. 

"JOY TO THE WORLD." 

  ESTE FIN DE AÑO, DA UN REGALO A SU IGLESIA . 

   Sugerencias: 

  1. Haga tu diezmo de la Navidad especial a San Albert. 

  2. Haga un pago de su promesa a la Campaña Capital.  

  3. Si Ud. ha pagado su compromiso, ¿puede hacer un pequeño regalo extra?  

  4. Haga una donación al Llamado de los Servicios Católicos (CSA)  

  5. Envía sus sobres por correo si estará fuera de la ciudad.  

Sus regalos son deducibles de impuestos, mientras que Ud. beneficia a su iglesia. 

"FELIZ NAVIDAD"   
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Before the Multi-Cultural Mass, Theresa and I had 

breakfast in the Family Room with a brother in 

Formation and his wife. When asked if I was ready, 

an image of a train immediately popped into my 

mind and guided my response, “Once this train 

leaves the station, there’s no stopping it. You just 

have to keep moving forward with it.” Thanks be 

to God, the conductor of this “train” was the Holy 

Spirit and I was the worker putting coals into the 

engine. 

 

By the grace of God, I saw months of planning, 

meetings, e-mail exchanges, research, and a rehearsal (the week before) bear fruit as I looked out into the packed pews and saw 

my sisters and brothers in Christ joyfully celebrating our unity as a parish family. Fr. Matt congratulated me in the sacristy after-

wards. He told me no matter how hard we plan and rehearse nothing turns out perfectly; however, he said that it was “better than 

he expected.” More importantly, I asked him if he had fun and he said, “Yes.” Ultimately, that was my goal, for our clergy to cele-

brate the mass without any distractions related to logistics, etc. That was for me and my extraordinary crew of lay ministers to 

handle, and what an amazing crew that I was blessed to work with. I could not have done it without them. 

 

 14 altar servers... 

 12 readers & 2 lectors... 

 10 EMHCs & lots of ushers... 

 3 priests & 3 deacons... 

 4 choirs & 1 Mariachi band... 

 2 Emcees... 

 1 Sacristan. 

 

What I enjoyed the most was learning how to 

put the liturgy together using the resources that 

I have from the parish and from the Church as a 

whole. Back in April or so, Deacon Dan Lupo 

(one of the Co-Directors of Formation), sent us 

a link to the PDF of the Roman Missal. I used 

that to prepare the script. I worked with Dr. 

Storm Knien and the various choir leaders to 

put together the music for the liturgy. I reached 

the USCCB’s web-site, as well as general Google searches, for ideas for the Prayers of the Faithful. I saved the Mass program for 

the Men’s Mass that I attended in July as a guide for the Mass aid for the Multi-Cultural Mass. Once I got everything together, I 

sent these to the “experts” to review and get input – from Fr. Matt to Karen Ochoa to Dr. Storm, etc. Through it all, I was guided 

by the Holy Spirit. I know because there was not a moment that went by that I felt I was worthy or had the experience to be the 

Emcee for the Mass, much less put everything together from start to finish. I am truly blessed that Fr. Matt has put so much faith 

in me to give me this amazing opportunity. I have learned so much, and my mind is still churning with lessons-learned for next 

year’s Multi-Cultural Mass. 

 

However, through it all, the joy that I received came from above. Before the rehearsal, I knelt before the Blessed Sacrament and 

prayed for guidance from the Holy Spirit. I felt the presence of Mother Mary with me in the parishioners that joyfully stepped 

forward to help me – my wife (Theresa), Dr. Storm, and the various heads of ministries.  

 

More so, I felt the presence of Mother Mary in two parishioners in particular. One is a brother Knight who originally wanted to be 

one of the readers of the Prayers of the Faithful. Unfortunately, the week leading up to rehearsal, certain circumstances in his life 

led him to question his faith and he withdrew. I spoke with him on the phone several times and, by the grace of God through the 

Holy Spirit, he felt better after our conversations. However, in the end, I realized that what I could offer him the most was my 

friendship, as a brother in Christ, and prayers (and listening ears). 

Multi-Cultural Mass A Spiritual Reflection By Phuc Phan 
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The other is a parishioner whose whole family was facing challenges. I could see tears in her eyes when she came up to me be-

fore Mass and thanked me for praying for her and her family. After Mass, as we embraced, I thank her for being at the Mass – 

despite what was going on in her personal life – and told her that I am praying for her and her family. I told her to “trust in our 

Lord Jesus Christ” and to “never lose her faith”. Later that day, as I walked past the St. Vincent de Paul office to get to the room 

where we were counting money, I saw a woman in there with a St. Vincent de Paul representative – no doubt looking for some 

sort of reprieve from her current situation. It was in moments like these that I felt in my heart what Mother Mary was telling me: 

that even in the most joyous of occasions – like the Multi-Cultural Mass and festival celebration – there are people who are strug-

gling and need our prayers always. 

 

In a time when violence and divisive politics are creating a chasm across our Nation (and the world), it was such a joy to be able 

to celebrate our parish family’s unity in our diversity. I pray and hope that the bonds that were forged during the planning of the 

Mass and Festival will carry forth as we continue to grow in our faith and relationship with God and with one another. I pray that 

we will continue to work together as one parish family to build up God’s Kingdom right here at St. Albert the Great Catholic 

Church. Most of all, I pray that we are there to support each other’s ministries, projects, and events always and allow nothing to 

divide us as a parish community. 

 

The day after the Mass, I felt moved to share this message of gratitude with our clergy and many parishioners who made my first 

experience as Emcee of the Multi-Cultural Mass such a spiritual and prayerful journey for me. 

 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, 

 

I cannot thank you all enough for sharing your talents with our parish family (and visitors) at the Multi-Cultural Mass (9/25). 

The pews were packed and everyone had fun worshiping together! 

 

You all did an absolutely magnificent job! Our altar servers always impress me because they have so many parts during the Mass 

and they do them so well. Our choirs and Mariachi band were angelic and festive! Our lectors and readers read the word of God 

and the prayers with great joy and compassion. Our EMHC and ushers were wonderful. And, I may be a little biased, but my wife 

did a fantastic job as sacristan! :) 

 

Finally, our clergy... WOW! We had 3 priests and 3 deacons celebrating the liturgy. Fr. Matt delivered his homily in four (4) 

languages! Our parish is so blessed! The Mass truly expresses the beauty of our Catholic faith in our celebration of the Eucha-

rist. 

 

It was definitely a joyous celebration of our UNITY IN 

OUR DIVERSITY as a parish. Let us continue to come 

together as a parish community and build up God's 

Kingdom here at St. Albert the Great. As Fr. Matt said in 

his homily, though we are many and diverse, we are all a 

part of the One Body of Christ. 

 

In his Apostolic Exhortation, Verbum Domini (2010), 

Pope Benedict XVI wrote this about the word of God and 

cultures: 

 

“...the relationship between God’s word and cultures.... 

reaffirm[s] something that the earliest Christians had 

experienced beginning on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:1-

2). The word of God is capable of entering into and finding expression in various cultures and languages, yet that same word 

overcomes the limits of individual cultures to create fellowship between different peoples. The Lord’s word summons us to ad-

vance towards an ever more vast communion. “We escape the limitations of our experience and we enter into the reality that is 

truly universal. Entering into communion with the word of God, we enter into the communion of the Church which lives the word 

of God. … It means going beyond the limits of the individual cultures into the universality that connects all, unites all, makes us 

all brothers and sisters.” 

 

May God bless you and your family always. Amen. 

  

Vivat Jesus.  

 

Phúc Phan 
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Multi-Cultural Festival  
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Harvest Sunday 

 

Thursday,  December 15   St. Mary, Our Lady of the Lake  6:30pm  English 

 

Sunday,  December 18   Holy Vietnamese Martyrs  4pm  English & Vietnamese 

 

Tuesday,  December 20   St. Thomas More   7pm  English 

 

Wednesday,  December 21  St. Vincent de Paul  7pm English 

North Austin Deanery Advent Penance Service Schedule 2016 

Harvest Sunday is a time when those in ministry here at 

St. Albert make themselves available to answer ques-

tions about their ministry. There are so many different 

ministries here in this parish, both in English and Span-

ish, that there should me a ministry for everyone.  

News from the Building Committee 

I know the parish community is 

excited about the new building 

and curious as to where we are 

in the process.  

In May of this year we submit-

ted our plans to the City of Aus-

tin for approval. It is, unfortu-

nately a long and difficult pro-

cess. We had hoped to have our 

approval by September. At this 

time we are hoping to have our 

approval by the end of the year. 

We expect to be able to break 

ground on our new building in 

January.  

The construction process is scheduled to take about nine months which would put us in our new 

parish hall on or around October of 2017!  

We are deeply thankful to many parishioners who have paid off their pledges, and equally thankful 

to the many who are making payments. As we come closer to the end of the year, please consider 

making that extra gift to our new Parish Activity Center Project. 

The Building Committee is grateful for the opportunity to serve the parish community and appreci-

ate your patience as we complete this process. 

Roben B. Taglienti 

St. Albert the Great Building Committee Chairman 
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Fr. Dick Sparks C.S.P. presented the 

Advent Parish Mission on  

December 5th, 6th & 7th.  

“Being Catholic in the 21St Century: 

What Really Matters?” 

Congratulations and thank you for your 25 years of 

humble service 

Rev. Sr. Justina Oluchi Duru 

Of the Daughters of Divine Love Congregation 

Sunday, December 11 – Vigil Our Lady of Guadalupe /Mañanitas:  11PM-1AM 

Monday, December 12 – Our Lady of Guadalupe - Feast Day Mass:  7PM (Bi-lingual, English/

Spanish) 

Saturday, December 17 – Posadas; 6:30PM; Misa 7PM 

Sunday, December 18 – Simbang Gabi Novena Mass: 7PM 

Wednesday, December 21 – Simbang Gabi Closing Mass by Bishop Vasquez; 7PM; Reception after Mass  

In the Parish Hall 

Saturday, December 24 – Christmas Eve Masses:  4PM; 7PM; 9PM (Spanish); 12 Midnight by Bishop Danny Garcia 

Sunday, December 25 – Christmas Day Masses:  10AM 11:45AM; 2PM (Spanish) (NO 8AM Mass) 

Saturday, December 31 – New Year’s Eve: Solemnity of Mary the Holy Mother of God Vigil:  5PM; 7PM (Spanish) 

Sunday, January 1 – New Year’s Day: Regular Sunday Masses: 8AM; 10AM; 11:45AM and 2PM (Spanish) 

St. Albert the Great Catholic Church 
Liturgical Calendar  


